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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A combined slat and frame attachment system comprising: 

a - slat containing a oupport member placed longitudinally and o e our e ly fastened witbra 
said slat : a support member 

said support m e mb e r support member having two or mor e pins a pin extending outward 
from each end portion of said plot in th e pome general direction and in a plan e perpendicular 
ie said support member; 

paid pins having otopo said pin having one portion narrower than an end portion of said 
pin opposite of a portion of said pin fixedly attached within said support member: 

said steps being cylindrical aroaa of narrow e d diameter on said pins ? 
tHfkfflae4mving two or more framing members. t b <*- framin g members having art attachment 

hole in each Of the fr flrntn p Tnftrnhfir* I fflbs-Saeh thnt r . mr» nlnt in nnpnhln nf li ft ing 

attached to and extendp b e tw ee n said li mbs; 
paid limbo oach havfeag attachment hol e o; 

said attachment hole s b e ing aligned wjtfe and capabl e of receiving one of said two or 
flaege pins extending from each end portion of said support member coupling wh e n mid r . 1nt 
is attached to and e xt e nded b e tw e en said limb s framing members together: 

said attachment holoo having receivers of an elastic material are disposed inserted in 
said attachment boles^ said receivers having bor es having bore holes and a retaining 
portion e xtending in the pome general direction as said pins : 

said boreo bore holes having a bore hole diameter, the bore bole diameter decreasing 4ft 
diam e ter in the direction of insertion of said pins such that inserting insertion of said pins 
expands an outer diameter of said receivers and tightens oaid reooiverG in said attachm e nt 
holes in paid limba ; fixtng each of said receivers within the respective one of said framing 
members when said pin is inserted through one of said bore holes and said end portion of 
said pin extends through said retaining portion such that said pin is latched by said retaining 
portion; 

said receiver s having retaining rings; and; 
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said retaining rings being attached-to-sakUrccckgers such that whoa ooid pine or e ins e rted 
in said rec e ivers said retaining ringo fit into oaid steps on ooid pino thereby k ee ping said 
pms-s ecurely attached to ooid rocowofs thereby secur e ly attaching said slot to said fram e . 

Claim 2 (currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein said bores holes in said 
receivers are comprised of two or more receiver segments connected at one end with gaps 
between said segments such that said segments create an expandable cylindrical bore. 

Claim 3 (currently amended) The system of claim 1 wherein said support member is 
fixed tnt a -s lat-is molded urethane slat 

Claim 4 (currently amended) The system of claim 4- 3 wherein said support member is 
injection molded structural nylon* 

Claim 6 (currently amended) The system of claim 3 wherein said support member is 
secur e ly fastened within said stftt by boing encapsulated within said molded urethane slat 

Claim 7 (currently amended) A combined slat and frame attachment system comprising: 

a molded ur e thane slat comprising containing an injection molded structural nylon 
support member encapsulated within a molded urethane and a pin extending outward from 
each end portion of said slat placed4o:agitudinallv and c e cur e ly faaten e d within said slat; 

said support - memb e r having two e*«B»gga s e xt e nding^utward from said slat in th e 
sam e g e neral direction and in a plane perpendicular to said support member and Gaid 
support m e mber having longitudinal ribbia g; 

said pins having steps a first end por tion fixed within said slat a second end portion 
opposite of said first end portion, and an intermediate portion extending from said first end 
portion to said second end portion, a step being formed between said intermediate portion 
and said second end portion: 

Gaid otopo being cylindrical areas of narrow e d diamet e r on said pins; 

a frame having at least two framing members or more limbs such that said slat is 
capablo of b e ing attached to and e xtends betw e en said limbs ; 
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said testa framin g members each having attachment holes; 

said attachment holes being oMg ned with and capable of receiving said two or more pins 



when said slat is attached to and e xtended b e tw ee n said limbo framm^ members; 



paid attachment ho loo having receivers disposed inoerted in said attachment holes^ 



said rocoivoro having bo rep e xt e nding -m-^ i e same gen e ral direction oc said pins; 



aid receivers being compris ;d of two or more receiver segments 
connected at one end with gaps between said segments such that said segments create an 
expandable cylindrical bore such that,? 

said expandable cylindrical bore decr e asing in diameter in the direction of insertion of 



cnjH psas sach-ftafe inserting said pins expands said receivers and rightono fixes said 
receivers in said attachment holes in said limbs; framing members and 

each of said receiverfrhavfeg has a retaining ring s, and; at an end of said receiver 

said-retaining rings being attached to sa i d rec e iv e fs such that when said pi ns are is inserted m 

said second end of st e p s- on said pi nD thereby 



through said receive ro paid retaining rings fit-fete 
keeping said pins securely attached to ooid r e e e&Bfffl-fee r e by se cur e ly attaching said s lat to said 



extends through said ret afniTip ring and said step fixedly latches said pi n in said receiver 



securing said slat to said framing member . 
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REMARKS 

The Applicant thanks the Examiner for 
dated May 4, 2005. 

The claims have been amended to clarify 
in condition for allowance. 

None of the references cited disclose; 
material... disposed in ... attachment holes, t 
insertion of said pin [extending from each end: 
receivers; fixing each of said receivers within.!.; 
cited by the Examiner use conventional fasteners 
distinguished in the background of the present 

The amendments to the claims, now put 
Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner 
of the claims that are now pending in this applicatio: 



the detailed comments in the Office Action 



the structure claimed, putting aU of the claims 



teach or suggest "receivers of an elastic 
receivers having bore holes... such that 
of a slat] expands an outer diameter of said 
said framing member." Instead, the references 
for attaching framing members to slats, as 

ion- 
application in condition for allowance. The 
enter the amendments and indicate allowance 
n 



applicat 
the 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office: August , 
4. 2005. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Christopher Paradies, Fh.D. 
Registration No.: 45,692 
FOWLER WHITE BOGGS BANKER 
501 East Kennedy Blvd., Suite 1700 
Tampa, Florida 33602 
Telephone: (813)222-1190 
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